2Q4     Warren Hastings in Lower Bengal.
justice in the next life." He concludes "They put me to death out of enmity, and from partiality to the gentleman who have betrayed their trust ; and in this case, the thread of life being cut. I in my last moment again -request that you, gentlemen, will write my case particularly to the just King of England. I suffer, out my innocence will certainly be made known to him." Thanks, I say in the name of Hastings and truth to Hastings and Impey, that they did not stifle the last cry of their victim and that they have allowed us to hear him declaring with his latest breath that he was innocent and that he was the victim of a foul conspiracy.
It is natural that one should wish to know something of the personal history of Nandkumar. The national apathy of the Bengali, however, is so great that no one, as far as I am aware, has attempted a biography of him. Nearly all that we do know of Nandkumar is derived from English sources. From these we learn that he was a Brahman and a native of Murshedabad. He was not one of those Bengalis who owed all their greatness to the English. Before the battle of Plassey he was high in office, and Orme tells us that in 1757 he was Governor of Hooghly. Before the taking of Chandernagore he had been disposed to assist the French, but Omi Chand is said to have gained him over by a promise of Bs. 12,000. Olive took him up and employed him in the collections and he was long the faithful servant of Mir Jaffir. A good man he certainly was not, but there is no evidence that he fell below the easy level of the time and country. Joseph Fowke described his personal appearance to Dr. Johnson and said that' he was tall and majestic but yet graceful, and that his eyes were piercing, &c. His son, Guru Dass, died without issue, but the descendants of his son-in-law, Jaggat Cband, still live at the family house al Kunjoghatta near Berhampore.
Towards the end of 1776, death, Warren Hastings* great ally, came to his assistance by removing Colonel Monson. This gave him a majority in Council, for the members were equally divided and he had the casting vote. He was not slow to take advantage of the change in affairs. One of the first uses which he made of his power was to punish an enemy and reward a friend. The majority of the Council had appointed Francis Fowke, a son of Naudkumar's fellow prisoner, to the post of envoy at the Court of the Rajah of Benares. In December 1776 Hastings had liim recalled on the ground that the purposes of his commission bad been accomplished. In less than three weeks afterwards he appointed two pther men, namely, Graham of Burdwan notoriety and a Mr. D. O. Barweli to do the same work. When the Oourfc of Directors heard of these proceedings, they were very indignant